The Weed
Jordan Lowe

1.  Quote 4 sentences, words, or phrases that establish the setting of this story.
	a.____________________________________________________________
	b. ___________________________________________________________
	c. ___________________________________________________________
	d. ___________________________________________________________

2.  What point of view is this story told in? ________________________________

3.  Using at least 2 quotes from the text, describe the protagonist.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Who, or what is the antagonist in the story? ___________________________________________________________________

5.  What type of conflict occurs in this story?______________________________

6.  Using a quote from the text, justify your choice of the type of conflict in the story.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  In the last paragraphs of the story we find out some ironic information about the protagonist.  Explain the irony, quoting the text if necessary.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________8.  The weed is a powerful symbol in the story.  Explain its significance. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Create a theme statement for “The Weed”.
The short story “The Weed” by Jordan Lowe is about _______________ and reveals that_________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Re-Education Through Labor
	To the sound of a heartbeat pounding away
To the rhythm of the awful rusted machines
We toss and turn but don't sleep
Each breath we take makes us thieves
Like causes without rebels
Just talk but promise nothing else

We crawl on our knees for you
Under a sky no longer blue
We sweat all day long for you
But we sow seeds to see us through
‘cause sometimes dreams just don't come true
We wait to reap what we are due

To the rhythm of a time bomb ticking away
And the blare of the sirens combing the streets
Chased down like dogs we run from
Your grasp until the sun comes up

We crawl on our knees for you
Under a sky no longer blue
We sweat all day long for you
But we sow seeds to see us through
‘cause sometimes dreams just don't come true
Look now at what they've done to you

White needles buried in the red
The engine roars and then it gives
But never dies
'cause we don't live
We just survive
On the scraps that you throw away

I won't crawl on my knees for you
I won't believe the lies that hide the truth
I won't sweat one more drop for you
'Cuz we are the rust upon your gears
We are the insects in your ears
We crawl
We crawl
We crawl...all over you

We sow the seeds to see us through
Our days are precious and so few
We all reap what we are due
A judge's sky no longer blue
We bring the dawn all over new
We crawl
We crawl
We crawl...all over you
	“Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent revolution inevitable.”- JFK  Explain what this quote means to you:
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

What is this poem about?
________________________________________
________________________________________

Explain who you feel is the protagonist in the poem.
________________________________________
________________________________________

Who, or what, is implied to be the antagonist?
________________________________________
________________________________________

What type of conflict is in this story?
________________________________________

Explain who is involved and what has caused the conflict.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

There are several metaphors used in this poem to symbolically represent the relationship between the protagonist and the antagonist.  Select ONE and explain what it represents.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Watch the video!
Based on this text, and the video, make a theme statement for Re-Ed Through Labor.
The song “Re-ed Through Labor by Rise Against is about___________________________and reveals that_____________________________________
________________________________________



