Effective Writing in Stories
“The Tell Tale Heart”

1. Good writers are able to reveal characters, moods and tones through the language that they choose.  Find 3 quotes that Poe uses to reveal important information about the protagonist.
a. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who, or what, is the ANTAGONIST in the story?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  In this story different sentence types are used for impact.  Find a section of the text that contains a series of short, choppy sentences.  Using a quote, explain the protagonist’s state of mind during this section of the text.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Find a section of the text that contains a shift from short, choppy sentences to longer more “flowing” sentences.  Using a quote, explain the protagonist’s state of mind during this section of the text.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

5. Repetition is a technique that writers can use to impact writing.  Find 3 examples of Poe’s use of repetition.


a.___________________________________________________________


b.___________________________________________________________


c.___________________________________________________________
6.  How does the use of repetition impact how we view the protagonist?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR TASK:

In a well written and developed paragraph, explain how Edgar Allen Poe uses repetition and/or different sentence types to impact the story “The Tell-Tale Heart.”
*A well written paragraph should have:

-an intro sentence that controls the paragraph and ADDRESSES THE TOPIC
-ideas that are backed up with quotes and examples (development)

-a varied and interesting vocabulary, imagery, and sentence variety
-a conclusion
